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Alcoholic Drinks in South Korea

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
2025 Developments

KEY DATA INSIGHTS

KEY INDUSTRY TRENDS
Chart 1 - Key Industry Trends for Alcoholic Drinks

INDUSTRY PERFORMANCE

Alcoholic Drinks Volumes Remain Flat as Inflation and Premiumisation Drive Value Growth

Spirits Polarisation Intensifies as Whisky Demand Splits between Value and Premium Segments

Chart 2 - The whisky market splits into value highball picks and premium gifting favourites

Nolo Revolution Drives Strong Growth for Rtds as Moderation and Wellness Reshape Drinking Culture
Chart 3 - Volume Sales 2020-2030

Chart 4 - Volume Sales by Category 2025

Chart 5 - Analyst Insight for Alcoholic Drinks

WHAT'S NEXT?

Alcoholic Drinks Will Be Marked by Flat Volumes and Value-Led Growth Dynamics

Spirits Will Remain Stable While Rtds Drive Growth Amid Shift toward Low-Abv and Convenience-Led Drinking
Chart 6 - Korean Soju brands expand low ABV lines to align with the rising interest in moderation

Future Growth Is Set to Be Shaped by a Shift to Quality, Affordability and Moderation

Chart 7 - Forecast Volume Sales 2020-2030

Chart 8 - Forecast Volume Sales by Category 2025-2030

COMPETITIVE LANDSCAPE

Market Concentration Remains High with Stable Leadership among Domestic Players
Competitive Dynamics Are Shaped by Portfolio Innovation, Premiumisation and Nolo Expansion
Chart 9 - Company Shares 2025

Chart 10 - Brand Shares 2025

CHANNELS

Convenience Stores Extend Reach as Small Formats Boost Sales
Retail E-Commerce and Omni-Channel Strategies Steadily Gain Traction

MARKET BACKGROUND

Legislation

Legal Purchasing Age and Legal Drinking Age
Drink-Driving

Advertising

Smoking Ban

Opening Hours

On-Trade Establishments

TAXATION AND DUTY LEVIES

OPERATING ENVIRONMENT
Contraband/Parallel Trade
Duty Free
Cross-Border/Private Imports
ECONOMIC CONTEXT

Chart 11 - Economic Context for Alcoholic Drinks
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Chart 12 - Real Gdp Growth 2020-2030
Chart 13 - Inflation 2020-2030

CONSUMER CONTEXT

Chart 14 - Consumer Context for Alcoholic Drinks
Chart 15 - Population 2020-2030
Chart 16 - Population by Generation 2025

COUNTRY REPORTS DISCLAIMER

Beerin South Korea
KEY DATA INSIGHTS

2025 DEVELOPMENTS

Beer Summary

KEY INDUSTRY TRENDS
Chart 17 - Key Industry Trends for Beer

INDUSTRY PERFORMANCE

South Korean Beer Market Stagnates as Moderation Pressures Persist

Non/Low Alcohol Beer Innovation Drives Functional Growth Amid South Korea’S Moderation-Led Market
Chart 18 - OB's Cass All Zero drives growth of Korea’s expanding non/low alcohol beer category
Heritage-Led Premiumisation and Packaging Innovation Reshape Beer

Chart 19 - Volume Sales 2020-2030

Chart 20 - Volume Sales by Category 2025

Chart 21 - Analyst Insight for Beer

WHAT'S NEXT?

Beer Outlook Remains Structurally Constrained as Regulation, Moderation, and Alternative Categories Reshape Demand
Non/Low Alcohol Beer Will Lead Growth as Wellness Trends Reshape Beer Consumption

Chart 22 - Forecast Volume Sales 2020-2030

Chart 23 - Forecast Volume Sales by Category 2025-2030

COMPETITIVE LANDSCAPE

Beer Remains Highly Concentrated as Oriental Brewery and Hite Jinro Sustain Dominance Amid Rising Premiumisation and No/Low Alcohol Innovation
Chart 24 - Company Shares 2025
Chart 25 - Brand Shares 2025

CHANNELS
Convenience Stores Sustain Dominance as Hypermarkets Drive Bulk Buying
Low/No Alcohol Beer Leverages Retail E-=Commerce for Steady Gains

PRODUCTS

Heritage-Led Premiumisation and Flavour Innovation Reshape South Korea’S Beer Market
Chart 26 - Sapporo Opens Premium Heritage Beer Stand in Seoul to Elevate Japanese Beer Experience
Packaging Innovation and Strategic Pricing Influence Competitive Dynamics

ECONOMIC CONTEXT
Chart 27 - Economic Context for Beer
Chart 28 - Real Gdp Growth 2020-2030
Chart 29 - Inflation 2020-2030
CONSUMER CONTEXT
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Chart 30 - Consumer Context for Beer
Chart 31 - Population 2020-2030
Chart 32 - Population by Generation 2025

COUNTRY REPORTS DISCLAIMER

Rids in South Korea
KEY DATA INSIGHTS

2025 DEVELOPMENTS

Rtds Summary

KEY INDUSTRY TRENDS
Chart 33 - Key Industry Trends for Rtds

INDUSTRY PERFORMANCE

Rtds Sustain Double-Digit Growth through Innovation and Convenience

Spirit-Based Highballs Eclipse All Other Launches as Brands Widen Flavour Portfolios
Chart 34 - Seven Eleven launches chef collaboration low alcohol RTD highballs
Hybridisation and Premium Innovation Sustain Rtd Momentum

Chart 35 - Volume Sales 2020-2030

Chart 36 - Volume Sales by Category 2025

WHAT'S NEXT?

Rtds Is Set to Enter a Slower Growth Phase as Premiumisation Drives Future Expansion
Regulatory Flexibility, Product Hybridisation, and Convenience Store Expansion Will Reshape Rtds
Chart 37 - Forecast Volume Sales 2020-2030

Chart 38 - Forecast Volume Sales by Category 2025-2030

COMPETITIVE LANDSCAPE

Rising Market Concentration and Highball Innovation Are Reshaping Competition in Rtds
Chart 39 - Company Shares 2025

Chart 40 - Brand Shares 2025

CHANNELS

Convenience Stores Strengthen Leadership as Private Label Highballs Reshape Rtd Retailing

ECONOMIC CONTEXT

Chart 41 - Economic Context for Rtds
Chart 42 - Real Gdp Growth 2020-2030
Chart 43 - Inflation 2020-2030

CONSUMER CONTEXT

Chart 44 - Consumer Context for Rtds
Chart 45 - Population 2020-2030
Chart 46 - Population by Generation 2025

COUNTRY REPORTS DISCLAIMER

Spirits in South Korea
KEY DATA INSIGHTS

2025 DEVELOPMENTS

Spirits Summary
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KEY INDUSTRY TRENDS
Chart 47 - Key Industry Trends for Spirits

INDUSTRY PERFORMANCE

Spirits Records Value Growth Amid Polarisation and Subdued Volume Decline

Spirits Is Shaped by Soju Dominance, Premium Whisky Growth and Channel Polarisation
Chart 48 - Korean soju brands cut ABV as consumers shift toward lighter drinking

Lotte and Hitejinro Adapt Soju for Moderation as Mindful Drinking Accelerates

Chart 49 - Volume Sales 2020-2030

Chart 50 - Volume Sales by Category 2025

Chart 51 - Analyst Insight for Spirits

WHAT'S NEXT?

Premiumisation and Experience-Led Drinking Are Set to Drive Value over Volume Growth
Premium Growth and the Rise of Low-Alcohol Formats Will Shape the Forecast Period
Gdp Growth Moderates as Experience and Value Will Become Key Purchase Drivers
Chart 52 - Forecast Volume Sales 2020-2030

Chart 53 - Forecast Volume Sales by Category 2025-2030

COMPETITIVE LANDSCAPE

Rising Concentration, Premiumisation, and Global Brand Growth Shape Spirits
Chart 54 - Company Shares 2025
Chart 55 - Brand Shares 2025

CHANNELS
Hypermarkets Lead Off-Trade Spirits Sales, While Convenience Stores Remain Key for Immediate Purchases
Retail E-Commerce Plays a Niche but Growing Role in Premium Spirits Discovery

ECONOMIC CONTEXT

Chart 56 - Economic Context for Spirits
Chart 57 - Real Gdp Growth 2020-2030
Chart 58 - Inflation 2020-2030

CONSUMER CONTEXT

Chart 59 - Consumer Context for Spirits
Chart 60 - Population 2020-2030
Chart 61 - Population by Generation 2025

COUNTRY REPORTS DISCLAIMER

YWine in South Korea
KEY DATA INSIGHTS

2025 DEVELOPMENTS

Wine Summary

KEY INDUSTRY TRENDS
Chart 62 - Key Industry Trends for Wine

INDUSTRY PERFORMANCE

South Korea's Wine Market Recovers as Premiumisation and Polarisation Accelerate
Chart 63 - Large retailers boost wine sales through valuefocused events and accessible formats
Non-Grape Wine Remains Dominant While Sparkling Wine Accelerates

Baemin B Mart Accelerates Impulse Buying with Instant Delivery Innovation
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Chart 64 - Volume Sales 2020-2030
Chart 65 - Volume Sales by Category 2025

WHAT'S NEXT?

Wine Is Set for Stable Volumes, While Value Growth Is Driven by Premiumisation and Sparkling Wine
Convenience Formats, Digitalisation and Ongoing Premiumisation Will Shape the Forecast Period
Chart 66 - Forecast Volume Sales 2020-2030

Chart 67 - Forecast Volume Sales by Category 2025-2030

COMPETITIVE LANDSCAPE

Wine Remains Concentrated as Incumbents Defend Leadership Amid Gradual Fragmentation and Premiumisation-Driven Gains
Premium Makgeolli Launches and Functional Innovation Reshape Competitive Dynamics

Chart 68 - Company Shares 2025

Chart 69 - Brand Shares 2025

CHANNELS

Hypermarkets Retain Leadership as Convenience Stores Expand Reach
Mobile-First E-Commerce Boosts Premium and Niche Wine Discovery

ECONOMIC CONTEXT

Chart 70 - Economic Context for Wine
Chart 71 - Real Gdp Growth 2020-2030
Chart 72 - Inflation 2020-2030

CONSUMER CONTEXT

Chart 73 - Analyst Insight for Wine
Chart 74 - Population 2020-2030
Chart 75 - Population by Generation 2025

COUNTRY REPORTS DISCLAIMER

About Euromonitor International

Euromonitor International is an independent market intelligence provider. Data, insight and analysis stem from in-the-field research
spanning 210 national markets.

Content ranges from the in-depth and country-specific, to key strategic themes with a global range and significance. Products cover
a comprehensive range of insights and market data, but can be broadly categorised as:

o Strategy Briefings: Global or regional in scope, and focussing on the most important themes shaping consumer demand, the
key markets, competitive environment and future outlook across a range of industries.

e Company Profiles: Analysis dedicated to the world’s most significant companies, with detailed insight into their activities, focus
of operations, their competitors, their geographic presence and performance.

e Country Reports: For an in-depth understanding of specific countries, whether by industry, economic metrics or consumer
trends and lifestyles. These reports cover current trends, consumer demand, market potential and future prospects, with
country-specific local insight and comprehensive data, unavailable elsewhere.

For more information on this report, further enquiries can be directed via this link www.euromonitor.com/alcoholic-drinks-in-south-korea/report.
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